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Home Security Tips
In the last year, 8% of homes were burglarized. That means 120 households out of 

every thousand experienced illegal entries by force and subsequent theft. Safeguard-

ing your property from unlawful intrusion is a priority for many individuals because it 

protects your assets, but most importantly it protects your family.

Burglaries are not always personal. They 

are usually looking for quick access to 

small, easy to carry items that convert 

quickly to cash. They often enter through 

unlocked doors and windows and take 

advantage of a home during the day when 

most people are at work and school. 

Thieves choose houses based on their 

accessibility, and many homeowners make 

simple errors that could make them a tar-

get. 
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 Are You Making Any of 
 These Top 5 Home
 Security Mistakes? 
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1. Forgetting
to Lock Up
If you live in a safe neighborhood 

and have great relationships with 

your neighbors, you might think 

leaving your home unlocked in no 

big deal. But don’t trust your sur-

roundings too quickly. You never 

know who may be passing through 

your neighborhood. Don’t jeopardize 

your home’s security. Instead, always 

be on the safe side and keep your 

doors and windows locked.

2. Hiding Your Key Under the Doormat
Leaving your key under your doormat may seem like a clever way to ensure you don’t 

get locked out, but it’s actually the first place a burglar will check. This also includes 

hiding your key in a fake rock or plant pot. If you really need to keep a key hidden in 

case you get locked out, either give it to a trusted neighbor or put it in a plastic bag 

and bury it. Just make sure you remember where you put it. 



3. Not Having Outdoor Lights
Intruders are more likely to target a dark, unlit home. Keep out unwanted company by 

installing motion sensor lights. This will ensure burglars have no place to hide, forcing 

them to move on to another target.

4. Putting Too
Much Information
on Social Media
If you are going on a big trip, 

don’t post about it on social 

media until you get back. This 

includes posting pictures during 

your trip. Just save your photos 

and post them when you return. 

That way you protect your home 

from burglars while you are away. 
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5. Letting Your Lawn Become Wild
Don’t let your lawn become overgrown. Intruders will use the tall grass and shrubbery 

to hide and scope out your home. Keep your home well-tended well tended by mow-

ing and trimming shrubbery regularly. This will give you a good sightline to be able to 

see all that is going on in your lawn.

When it comes to security, you don’t want to take any chances, but a lot of individuals 

decide not to invest in a security system for one reason or another. There are a lot of 

preconceived ideas that prohibit people from taking the initial leap, but we want to 

take a look at separating the facts from the fiction.

https://www.nca-alarms.com/news-blog/uncategorized/2016323home-security-tips-how-to-protect-your-home-from-burglars
https://www.nca-alarms.com/news-blog/uncategorized/2016323home-security-tips-how-to-protect-your-home-from-burglars


1. It Costs Too Much
When you total the numbers, a home alarm system will only run you about $100 per 

month the first year. That’s taking into account the average installation cost of $650 

and the average monthly monitoring fee of $30. It’s a small price to pay when you con-

sider the protection a home security system offers your family and belongings.
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 5 Home
 Security Myths

2. My Pet is 
Enough Home 
Security for Me
If you own a dog, you may think 

it offers enough protection for 

you and your family. While a pet 

can add an extra layer of securi-

ty to your home, they can easily 

be swayed by a tasty treat or at-

tacked by an intruder. Unfortu-

nately, if that does happen dogs 

are not smart enough to call the 

police.
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4. Burglars Can
Just Cut the Line
Thanks to modern advancements in se-

curity technology, most home security 

alarm systems can operate wirelessly, 

which means burglars cannot simply 

cut a phone line to disable a home 

security system. Additionally, this elim-

inates the need to have a phone line 

before installing a home alarm system 

and also means you will be protected in 

the event of a power outage.

5. My Home isn’t a Target for Intrusion
Thieves have vehicles and they can travel to any location. Anyone who has ever suf-

fered a break-in thought their home was safe at one time. It can be difficult to regain 

that sense of peace and security after you have experienced this sort of personal viola-

tion.

3. Nothing Will Stop a Burglar if They
Really Want to Get In
60% of burglars would retreat from a home if they discovered the home had a home 

security system, according a study done by the University of North Carolina. Burglars 

want to take the least amount of risk possible. So, the more secure your home seems, 

the less likely it will become a target.

http://www.alarm.org/HomeSafety/BurglarsSpillAboutSecuritySystems.aspx
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Now that we can identify the common mistakes and misconceptions about home 

security let’s apply our knowledge into actionable steps that will prevent your house 

from burglary. 

 How to Protect Your
 Home From Burglars
1. Maintain the Perimeter of Your House
As previously mentioned, a well-maintained lawn goes a long way toward protecting 

your home from burglars. But there are other aspects of the perimeter that need to be 

monitored if you want to prevent a break-in.

Here are some actions you can take to ensure your house is in good condition:

• Mow your lawn weekly to keep your grass at an optimum level.

• Avoid letting mail pile up. If you are planning on being out of town, 
ask a neighbor or family member to pick up your mail for you. 

• Pruning should be a regular part of your lawn care. Effective pruning 
can help thin out any shrubbery around your lawn.

• Don’t overfill your trash cans or forget to bring them back in. Not 
keeping on top of this advertises no one is home. 

• Make sure to rake any leaves or debris that may have ended up in 
your yard. Use a standard rake or leaf blower.
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2. Keep Expensive 
Items Out of View 
Burglaries are typically crimes of 

opportunity. If a burglar sees expen-

sive items inside your home, they 

are likely to break in and steal them. 

To protect your home from burglars, 

keep expensive items out of view.

One way to do this is to use blinds to 

creatively conceal expensive items. 

Say, for instance, you have an ex-

pensive television. You may want to 

keep the blinds around the television 

closed at certain times of the day, 

especially when you aren’t around. 

This will help prevent passersby from 

seeing your valuable items and at-

tempting a break-in.

3. Don’t Advertise New Purchases 
When you purchase new items, you don’t want everyone to know. One way you may 

be showing off your purchases unknowingly is leaving boxes of recently purchased 

items near your trash bin. This is especially true around the holidays, but can also be 

a problem around birthdays and other special occasions. Instead of placing product 

packaging out where everyone can see, break down boxes and place them in a dark 

trash bag or deep inside your trash bin, where they are not visible to passersby.
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4. Install a Home
Security Alarm 
The best way to keep burglars 

out of your home is to install 

a reliable home alarm system. 

There are many reasons why 

you need a home security sys-

tem including:

• Protect Valuables.
A security alarm helps ensure valuables stay safe by repelling intruders with a loud 
noise and notifying the authorities that you have experienced a break-in.

• Deter Crime.
When burglars know your home is protected with a home security system, they are 
less likely to attempt a break-in. A 2009 study revealed that crime goes down in a 
neighborhood as the number of home security systems rise.

• Get Remote Monitoring.
Many modern home security systems will also allow you to monitor your home 
while you are away. Depending on your provider, you can monitor items such as 
cameras, locks, thermostat, lights, and more.

https://news.rutgers.edu/news-release/rutgers-study-finds-alarm-systems-are-valuable-crime-fighting-tool/20090205#.WmkY_VQ-e3V

